
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

Fri 19 Nov: Children in 

Need. Non uniforms in 

exchange for a donation 

via ParentPay 

Sat 20 Nov: Exminster 

Local Business Pop up 

Christmas Fayre  

Mon 22 Nov: Rainbow 

day. Wear bright clothes 

Fri 26 Nov: Shoebox 

donations due 

Thurs 2 Dec: Flu 

Immunisations 

Fri 10 Dec: Christmas 

Jumper Day. Non uniform 

Fri 17 Dec: Non pupil day 

Mon 20 Dec – Tues 4 Jan 

Christmas Holidays 

Wednesday 5 Jan: First 

day of Spring Term 

Newsletter – Wednesday 17 November 2021 

COVID update: we currently have 4 positive Covid 19 cases within Y2, Y3 and Y5 across the school.   

Curriculum booklets: have a look at the learning that children are 

involved in this half term: 

Reception: see Seesaw for weekly updates on what the children are 

learning 

Year 1: https://www.exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/year-

one/y1cletters 

Year 2: https://www.exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/year-

two/y2cletters 

Year 3: https://www.exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/year-

three/y3cletters 

Year 4: https://www.exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/year-

four/y4cletters 

Year 5: https://www.exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/year-

five/y5cletters 

Year 6: https://www.exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/year-

six/y6cletters 

ESA events: Sweets in the jar: Congratulations to Amelie in Y4 who 

guessed the exact amount of sweets in the jar – that is a skill!  There 

were 85 in total.  We made £37 from this fundraiser. 

Art competition: Becky Bettesworth, local artist, was very impressed 

with the wonderful art work that our children submitted for the art 

competition.  She found it a difficult job to judge and choose a winner 

from each category.  We had many entries for the Y1/2, Y3/4 categories 

so Becky has chosen a runner up and a winner in these categories.  Well 

done to everyone who entered.  We raised a total of £72.  There is a video clip on our Facebook page 

announcing the winners.  Thank you to the Thelma Hulbert Gallery in Honiton for the generous donation of 

the prizes: https://www.thelmahulbert.com/ 
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Erin RGS Emily Y2 – runner up Finlay Y2 - winner 

  

 

Larissa Y4 – runner up Charlie Y4 - winner Maddie Y5 - winner 

 

Reading Corner: Reading to children is so powerful and so simple.  The Literacy Trust state the power that 

reading to your children can have: ‘There can be few things as powerful as regularly reading to a young child. 

It has astonishing benefits for children: comfort and reassurance, confidence and security, relaxation, 

happiness and fun. Giving a child time and full attention when reading them a story tells them they matter. It 

builds self-esteem, vocabulary, feeds imagination and even improves their sleeping patterns.’ 

It is common, once a child becomes a fluent reader, for parents to stop reading to their child.  We would 

urge you to keep reading to your child, however fluent they are independently.   



 

 

 

-Reading to your child can give them the opportunity to hear stories & language at a higher level 

than they may be able to read completely alone.  

-Research also shows that hearing texts read aloud is a significant source of vocabulary acquisition. 

-When you read with your child, they hear what fluent, expressive reading sounds like. This, in turn, 

helps to make their own reading more fluent and expressive – which also helps to improve their 

understanding of the text. 

-Following along with your reading allows children the opportunity to hear and discuss whole texts, 

which helps them to develop reading preferences and opinions, as well as improving understanding 

of how texts fit together as a whole. 

-Reading together shows children the value of reading. It can also be relaxing and fun for adults and 

children alike.  

Have a look at our website with ideas on how to support your child at home with their reading: 

https://www.exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/subjects/english/reading-ambassadors 

There are also lots of ideas from the Book Trust: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-

advice/reading-tips/ 

Non Uniform Days:  

We are supporting Children in Need on Friday, 19 Nov, by wearing non uniform in exchange for a donation 

to the charity via ParentPay. Instead of the usual payment item, ParentPay have set up a special link for us to 

use to donate so you can top up donations via Gift Aid. 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=4834 

Rainbow Day is on Monday, 22 Nov. We are asking the children to come to school wearing bright colours. 

For this Rainbow day we have a whole school focus of Online Safety. Although this already forms a big part 

of the Computing curriculum raising the profile of keeping safe when online is always worth revisiting. 

Throughout the day, the children will be participating in a range of activities using a number of online 

resources. These range from Childnet (https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers) to ‘Project Evolve’ 

(more details: https://projectevolve.co.uk/about) The school website has a number of these resources to 

help support you at home. These can be found here https://www.exminster-

primary.devon.sch.uk/safeguarding/keeping-children-safe   

We are also taking part in Christmas Jumper Day on 10th Dec. Children are invited to wear non uniform with 

any Christmassy items you may have in exchange for a donation via the usual ParentPay Item. 

Christmas Fayre: The ESA have been invited to hold a table at the Exminster Christmas Pop-up Fayre in the 

Victory Hall this Saturday, 20th November. 

We would like to run two different types of Tombola on our stall table so would welcome a donation to 

either (or both) of these; 
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1. Jam jar filled with items such as Christmas Decorations, wrapped sweets/chocolates, stationary, hair 
accessories, small toys or anything that a child would like to win.  
2. A bottle, jar or tin can… this can be food, drinks, cosmetics, shower gel, shampoo, pickles, spices, sauces, 
etc.  
Donations should be brought into school on Friday 19th November and placed in the collection boxes 

provided. 

Tickets for the Fayre raffle will be available to buy in the school playground at pick up this week. Half of the 

money raised from the raffle will be donated to the ESA to benefit our school. 

 Thank you for your support. 

    
 

 

 



 

 

 

 


